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�DRAFT CANE TOAD STRATEGY FOR WESTERN AUSTRALIA 2009-2019� 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan � Minister for Environment) [3.35 pm]: I inform the 
house of the government�s release today of the �Draft Cane Toad Strategy for Western Australia 2009-2019� and 
the start of the associated six-week public comment period. The strategy outlines a 10-year management plan for 
cane toads and aims to provide an integrated response to reduce the impact of the invasive species on 
biodiversity, social and economic values. It also provides guidance for future operational work, along with a set 
of objectives for future cane toad management in Western Australia. This strategy replaces the operational 
strategy that government agencies have been working with since 2005, which focused on actions before cane 
toads reached our state. The new draft strategy has been developed by the Department of Environment and 
Conservation in consultation with a Kununurra-based stakeholder reference group comprising community and 
Indigenous representation, along with key government departments. I thank the reference group for its important 
and valued contribution to the strategy�s development.  

The release of this draft strategy follows through with a commitment made by this government to support the 
fight against cane toads. The Liberal-National government has come in at a time when the threat of this noxious 
pest has become critical. Members will be aware that the first cane toad in Western Australia was discovered just 
inside the border near Kununurra in February. Ahead of the toads� arrival, the government rolled out several 
immediate measures to educate communities about the threat and to help protect the Kimberley�s native wildlife. 
These measures included the establishment of drop-off points at a disposal tip in Kununurra and the distribution 
of an information pack to inform residents about how to safely handle cane toads, ways to keep them out of their 
backyards and how to keep pets and children safe from toads.  

Of course, the fight against cane toads has been an ongoing community effort. During a visit to the Kimberley 
last year, I reaffirmed the state government�s election commitment to provide $1.2 million over four years to 
Kimberley Toad Busters to support its fight against the invasive species.  

The draft strategy presents a valuable opportunity for Western Australians to contribute their ideas on the future 
management of cane toads. Copies of the draft strategy and a summary brochure are available on the Department 
of Environment and Conservation�s website together with contact details for people wanting to make a 
submission. Community feedback is requested by 25 June 2009. 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


